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Application/Control Number: 10/790,158 
Art Unit: 2616 

1. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "said communication device" in line 2. 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sugawara (US Pat. # 5.313,456). 

Regarding claim 1, Sugawara discloses a data link protection system comprising: 
a first transceiver (LIU a of fig. 3) coupled to a first communication connection extending 
from said central office (COT of fig. 3) to said remote premises (RT of fig. 3), said first 
transceiver configured to communicate with a transceiver located at said central office; 
a second transceiver (LIU b of fig, 3) coupled to a second communication connection 
extending from said central office to said remote premises; and control logic (MPU lof 
fig. 3) residing at said remote premises, said control logic configured to detect an error 
condition associated with communication between said first transceiver and said 
transceiver located at said central office, said control logic configured to transmit, in 
response to a detection of said error condition, a switch notification to said central office 
via said second transceiver and said second communication connection, wherein at 
least one component at said central office is configured to route data over said second 
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communication connection in response to said switch notification (line 19 of col. 3 to line 
11 of col. 4). 

Regarding claims 2, 24, Sugawara discloses "wherein said at least one component 
switches, in response to said switch notification, communication from said first 
communication connection to said second communication connection" (SWa,SWb — of 
fig. 4). 

Regarding claims 3,13,18,22, Sugawara discloses a first chassis and a second chassis 
(LIU A— LIUD of fig. 4) located at said central office, wherein said transceiver (LIU A of 
fig. 4) located at said central office is mounted in said first chassis, and wherein a third 
transceiver (LIU B of fig. 4) mounted in said second chassis is configured to receive 
said switch notification and to backup said transceiver mounted in said first chassis 
based on said switch notification. 

Regarding claims 4,24, Sugawara discloses "wherein data to be communicated over 
said first communication connection is communicated, based on said switch notification, 
over said second communication connection in lieu of said first communication 
connection" (B' of fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 5, Sugawara discloses "wherein said second communication 
connection provides a management link and a communication link between said remote 
premises and said central office" (B and B' of fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 6. Sugawara discloses "wherein said management link is terminated 
by a framer, and wherein said communication link is terminated by said second 
transceiver" (it is noted that the management link B' must be terminated by RT side 
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since the RT side has initiated the switch notification signal and the communication \mk 
should be terminated by the COT side) since the communication is initiated by the COT. 
Regarding claims 7,19,25, Sugawara discloses wherein said management link is 
terminated prior to said error condition, and wherein said second transceiver is 
configured to terminate said communication link in response to said switch notification 
(it is noted that when the communication link is established between the COT and RT 
and prior to the error occur, it is not necessary to have management link which means 
the management link is terminated. When the error occur it is necessary to have the 
management link to carry the control information from the RT to COT). 
Regarding claim 8,19,15,25, Sugawara discloses wherein said management link is 
terminated by a framer prior to said error condition (it is noted that when the 
communication link is established between the COT and RT and prior to the error occur, 
it is not necessary to have management link which means the management link Is 
terminated. When the error occur It is necessary to have the management link to carry 
the control information from the RT to COT). 

Regarding claim 9,14,16, Sugawara discloses a switch (SW2 of fig. 3) coupled to a 
communication device (SUBSCRIBER'S APPARATUS of fig. 3) and to said first and 
second transceivers (LIU a -- LIU d of fig. 3), wherein said control logic (MPU 1 of fig. 
3) is configured to change a state of said switch in response to said detection of said 
error Condition. 

Regarding claims 10,23,, Sugawara discloses wherein said control logic changes said 
state in response to said detection such that said first transceiver is electrically Isolated 
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from said communication device and such that said second transceiver is conductively 
coupled to said communication device (lines 17-58, col. 4). 
Regarding claim 11, Sugawara discloses wherein said at least one component is 
configured to route data destined for said communication device to said first transceiver 
prior to said error condition, said at least one component further configured to route data 
destined for said communication device to a third transceiver based on said switch 
notification, said third transceiver coupled to said second communication connection 
and configured to communicate with said second transceiver (SW2 of fig. 3) 
Regarding claims 12,17 and 21, Sugawara discloses a communication device in 
communication with said first transceiver; and control logic residing at said remote 
premises, said control logic Configured to initiate, in response to a detection of an error 
condition, a backup switch such. that said communication device communicates with 
said second transceiver in lieu of said first transceiver, said control logic further 
configured transmit information indicative of said backup switch to said central office, 
wherein data destined for said communication device is transmitted, based on said 
information, to said second transceiver via said second communication connection in 
lieu of said first communication connection (lines 15, col. 3 to line 1 1 , col. 4). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AJIT G. PATEL whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY- FRIDAY. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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